
The Ups and Downs of the TSBD – Aftermath 

 

This article was written for the Dealey Plaza UK publication: The “Dealey Plaza 

Echo”, and appeared in the Winter 2017 issue. Back issues can be found at 

DealeyPlaza.uk, and after a period of time at MaryFarrell.org. 

This is my 3rd article on the interior of the Texas School Book Depository, on 

November 22, 1963. The 1st article (Echo March, 2008) focused mainly on the Warren 

Commission version of the employees of the building, and their movements. The 2nd 

article (Echo Winter 2015) expanded into both the HSCA investigations and interviews, 

major books and other theories I have run into over the years. For the most part, they 

focused on the time and movements in the building up to 12:30, and the stairs after the 

shooting. This article will focus on the TSBD after the shots. Since each article should 

‘stand alone’, there will be limited repetition in this article.  

Of course, all of this information is pure speculation. 1963 was before we had video 

cameras in the workplace. Although CCTV was available, it was extremely expensive 

and seldom used for anything less important than a bank vault or government building. 

Even then, it was seldom recorded. Therefore, we have no real proof of the movements in 

the TSBD in the eight to ten minutes after the shooting, until the building was “sealed 

off” by Dallas Police. 

The article will focus mainly on those first 10 minutes, but will also cover a little of 

the investigation within the building for the next couple of hours. 

 

The Texas School Book Depository Employees 

All of the TSBD Employees had access to the entire structure. On that day, there 

were 73 employees in the building. About 22 of these stayed within the building during 

the Motorcade, but most left the building to watch the motorcade in the Plaza out front.  

Obviously, Lee Harvey Oswald, as well the other employees, would have plenty of 

time to build a “sniper’s nest”, move Rolling Readers from their spot in the middle of the 

6th floor to the NE corner, and fire a rifle (or plant one). The Secretaries, and other 

women, would not have the same opportunity since their moving boxes around in the 

warehouse spaces would be unusual. 

The FBI was asked to interview every employee by the Warren Commission, and 

did so in March and April of 1964. The document containing those interviews is 

Commission Document 1381 (CD1381). In those interviews each employee was asked 

the same 5 questions. These included where they were at the time of the shooting, if they 

had seen Oswald on that day, and if they saw any strangers in the building around the 

time of the motorcade. 



Only Danny Arce said he saw any stranger in the building, and he stated it was 

around 12:05 or so that an older man needed a restroom. Danny showed him where the 

restroom was (presumably by the Domino room on the 1st floor), waited, and saw the 

man leave the building and climb into a black car, well before the time the Motorcade 

arrived. None of the other 72 employees reported any stranger in the building. 

Attached is a summary from CD1381 of the employees inside the building at the 

time of the shooting. 

Some researchers believe that Malcolm Wallace or other strangers were in the 

building, and that Oswald was either in the 2nd floor lunchroom, or the Domino room (1st 

floor lunchroom). While it is certainly possible that strangers were in the building, there 

Commission Exhibit 1381 was put together by the FBI, at the request of General Counsel J. Lee 

Rankin. It contains statements from the 73 TSBD employees that were in the building that day. (And 

even the statement of Franklin Emmett Wester, who said he was in the north Houston warehouse, 

and did NOT step foot into the 411 Elm St. building that day.) It excluded 3 employees that were 

absent that day. 

Mrs. Robert Reid, and Pauline Sanders both state they were in the 2nd floor lunchroom that day, 

and left around 12:15 – 12:20. They do not say who else was in that lunchroom, but Mrs, Donald 

Walker, Betty Dragoo, Carolyn Arnold, Judy Johnson, Bonnie Richey, Virginia Baker, Georgia Ruth 

Hendrix, Gloria Holt, Delores Andrews, and Joyce Stansbury all state that they left around 12:15 to 

12:20 to watch the Motorcade. Some left the building, while others stayed in the building, so “left” 

could refer to the lunchroom.  How many of these were the “general ones that usually eat there 

with me every day” that Mrs. Reid refers to in her Warren Commission testimony is anyone’s guess. 

There were a number of people who reported staying in the building: 

1st floor: Eddie Piper, Roy Edward Lewis (front window) and Troy Eugene West (the shipping 

wrapper) by back doors. 

2nd floor: Geneva L Hines (desk), Carol Hughes (desk) 

3rd floor: Stephen Wilson (desk), Doris Ray Burns (walking), Edna Case (desk), Sandra Sue 

Elerson (window watching Motorcade) 

4th floor: Vickie Adams, Sandra Styles, Elsie Dorman (together at windows watching 

Motorcade),  Dorothy Garner (at her desk by window, with Adams, Styles and Dorman), 

Mary Hollies and Bettie Foster (together at window watching Motorcade), Yola D. Hopson 

and Ruth Nelson (together at window watching Motorcade), Ruth Willis (?) 

5th floor: Bonnie Ray Williams, Harold Norman and James Jarman Jr. 

6th floor: Jack Dougherty (also on 5th floor) 

Most of the other employees report that they were outside, in front of the building, or in other 

locations throughout Dallas. 

All of these statements, with the single exception of Danny Arce, say that they did not see any 

strangers in the building that day. They also discuss if they knew Oswald, and whether they had 

seen him during that day at any time. 

 



is the logistical problems of accessing the building, moving the Rolling Readers, creating 

a sniper’s nest, and exiting the building, without being seen by Oswald or any of the other 

72 employees. 

Some believe that Oswald could have assisted others, by building the sniper’s nest, 

moving Rolling Readers, and helping them access the building without being seen by 

anyone. It requires the idea that Oswald would let someone else shoot from his place of 

employment, and then not leave with them! It does not make sense that Oswald would 

help incriminate himself, and then not escape with them. It was not like he ran 

interference to Officer Marion Baker, to protect his escaping comrades. 

Other researchers simply believe that other TSBD employees were “in on it”, and 

conspired to set Oswald up as a patsy. A few have mentioned Roy Truly, Bill Shelley, 

Jack Dougherty, Bill Lovelady and others. Some have blamed Jack Cason (the President), 

because his politics were such that he hated Kennedy. A very few have actually 

postulated that the entire Texas School Book Company was a sham, set up to kill JFK 

(ignoring the number of years the company was in existence).   

Still others insist that they see Oswald on the front porch in the Altgens 6 

photograph, the Couch or Darnell films, or other photographic evidence. This is partially 

based on Oswald stating he was there (Suspects NEVER lie about their 

location….right?). This is despite the statements of every other TSBD employee on that 

porch or just inside, who insist Oswald was not there. There were 12 employees that also 

stated they were on the front porch area: Bill Lovelady, Bill Shelly, Buell Frazier, Sarah 

Stanton, J R Molina, Mrs. Charles Davis, Ruth Dean, Carl Jones, Judith McCully, Madie 

Reese, Pauline Sanders and Otis Williams.  

Regardless, they simply insist that “Doorman” or “Prayer Man” is really Oswald, 

and any employee that does not agree is simply “lying”. These Researchers see what they 

want to see, and simply remain stubbornly emphatic. If they see it, then it either must 

have happened, or the films / photos were “modified” (although they cannot explain how 

there was time to do so).  

 

The Lunchrooms 

There were 2 lunchrooms in the Texas School Book Depository, that all of the 

employees were allowed to use. 

The 1st floor lunch room was called the “Domino Room”. This is because many of 

the warehouse workers would play Dominoes in this room at every break, lunch or before 

work. It was located in the back of the 1st floor, close to the dock. It also had small 

restrooms attached to it, which was more convenient for the warehouse workers than the 

larger restrooms on the 2nd floor. In addition, the warehouse workers would store their 

jackets, lunches and other personal items in this room. Since the women seldom used this 

lunchroom, it allowed for more coarse language by the warehouse workers. 



The 2nd floor lunchroom was located close to the back stairs and freight elevators, in 

the back center of the 2nd floor. It was also just off the office area where most of the 

women’s desks were located. This is where most of the women would take their lunches 

every day, although it was accessible to all employees. There was a Coke machine 

located in this lunchroom, and a Dr Pepper vending machine by the stairs on the 1st floor. 

Many Researchers insist that Oswald was in the 1st floor lunchroom at the time of 

the shooting. This is based on his statement to Capt. Will Fritz that he was in there 

(would he lie?). Additionally, he said that 2 of the warehouse workers walked through, 

one of them named “Junior” (James Jarman Jr.) and the other a shorter one (Harold 

Norman?). Many believe the only way Oswald could know this, is if he were really in 

there. However, having worked there several weeks, he was completely familiar with the 

pattern at lunch where workers used the adjoining restroom, picked up their lunch from 

the window, etc. It does not take psychic abilities to determine that they “walked 

through”, even if you are not there. Especially if he saw their lunches there, or heard 

them talk about getting them. 

The 2nd floor lunchroom is a location that many Researchers place Oswald during 

the shooting, based on his being there within 2 minutes of the shooting. The main reason 

for this contention is a statement made in the mid 70’s by employee Carolyn Arnold that 

she saw Oswald around 12:15 – 12:25. This was Arnold’s 3rd statement, 12+ years later. 

Her earliest statement said she was standing out front, and looked back and thought she 

might have seen Oswald in the entry area (November 27th, 1963 affidavit). Her CD 1381 

statement said she did not see Oswald that day (March/April 1964). Additionally, several 

of the women employees ate lunch there that day, and left the lunchroom about 12:15-

12:20. None of them reported seeing Oswald in there, until Arnold’s statement over 12 

years later. Yet some Researchers site this as proof Oswald was there. (I was not there, 

so I can’t dispute it.) 

I have asked many of these Researchers to present a scenario where the 

Conspirators could give a good reason for Oswald to wait in these lunchrooms, without 

him getting suspicious. I have also asked for a scenario where the ‘shooters’ can plan, 

access, build the sniper’s nest, shoot, and exit the building. They remain silent, except for 

those that insist many of the employees were “in on it” or simply lying. Practical logic 

seems to give way to extremism, when a Researcher wants to believe Oswald as an 

unwitting patsy. 

 

The Freight Elevators and the Stairs 

Again, since every article ought to stand on its own ‘legs’, I am repeating much of 

the material I cover in detail in my earlier articles. In this article, I will move much more 

quickly over it. 

There was no way to access the 5th, 6th and 7th floor from the front of the building. 

There was a small lobby in the entrance area, which had a set of stairs that only went up 



to the 2nd floor. Additionally, there was a small passenger elevator that only went up to 

the 4th floor. 

The stairs that could access the entire building (except the basement) were located 

in the northwest corner of the building. These were single flight stairs, with a 90 degree 

turn in the middle. You had to go up the north wall halfway up, then turn 90 degrees to 

the left and west wall to go up to the next floor. Once on the next floor, you had to cross 

about 25 feet of that next floor, to access the next flight of stairs. There was no stairwell, 

so you could not just enter an enclosed stairwell and access all of the floors. While using 

these single flight stairs you would be visible to anyone close by at each floor, as you 

traversed. The stairs were about 3 feet in width, and constructed of wood on a wooden 

inner wall and brick outer wall. 

The 2nd floor had walls a few feet away from the stairs/freight elevator area, but a 

small open area surrounding them. The lunchroom vestibule door had a window that 

looked out into the area. The 3rd floor was the only floor with walls close to the stairs, 

where you would be hidden from anyone on that floor as you crossed it in a small hall. 

The 4th floor had a wall about the middle of the building that separated the office space 

from the warehouse. Anyone using these stairs could be seen by any of the employees 

with no obstructed view (depending on the height of the box stacks).  

The Freight Elevators were located in the northwest area of the building, close to 

the stairs. They were 2 elevators in the same shaft, with no space between the elevators 

and the shaft walls (Bruce Willis fans shudder). Additionally, there was a row of 

windows in the shaft that kept it pretty well lit. The doors to the elevators were slatted 

wood gates, with gaps between the boards. This meant when the elevator was not there 

you could easily see through the shaft to the stairs (except 3rd – with its hall). The 

elevators were only ¾ solid, with a chain link material separating them. Therefore, even 

if the elevator(s) were there, you could see through.  

All movements beyond the 4th floor would require using one of these 2 methods.  

 

The Critical First 2 Minutes 

The bulk of this article will cover the movements in the building during the 3 

minutes after the shooting. This is approximately the time it took Oswald to leave the 

building. We will focus on the 4 groups that were doing most of the movement in the 

building, according to testimony, statements, and analysis.  

Of course, if your theory insists on other shooters in the building, I cannot dispute 

you! There were certainly gaps in time leading up to 12:30 that could have been used by 

others to access the building, regardless of the possible exposure to the employees they 

faced. If your theory puts others into the building, you should work on analyzing their 

movements and fitting them into the movements and statements of the other individuals 

involved, who did NOT see them (unless lying, of course).  



Again, this is all speculation, as there were no video cameras inside the building. 

Knowing the layout of the building, the times involved are speculation. For instance, a 

person ‘in a hurry’ going from 3rd floor down to the 2nd is projected as taking about 10 

seconds: 4 seconds down the stairs, and 6 seconds to cross the 2nd floor to the top of the 

next flight of stairs. The reader may have a better time. 

4 Groups of movement will be discussed, and a time chart presented below. I will 

then talk about other employees, press and police, for the 10 minutes it took to seal the 

building.  

Shooter/Oswald – If you don’t believe Oswald was the shooter on the 6th floor, then 

you can certainly substitute your shooters. At least until the 2nd floor lunch room 

encounter, which we know was Oswald (or identical twin). However, if you do substitute 

your own shooter (or team) you will have to determine their movements inside the 

building. Like Oswald, they would have to exit the building, without unusual movements 

and speed. But, unlike Oswald and the other employees, they had additional problems or 

entry, as well as the time and knowledge it would take to build a sniper’s nest.  

You would also have to decide how they intended to “control” Oswald to make sure 

he was not photographed, or with someone who would give him a complete alibi. Simply 

asking him to wait in some room would raise his suspicions. You have to give him 

instructions he would think as normal, so that you don’t raise his suspicions and have him 

figure out he is being set up.  

The most common version has him waiting in a lunchroom for a phone call; 

however, neither lunchroom had a phone in it. Additionally, the phone the warehouse 

workers normally used, and knew the number to, was in the back center of the 1st floor, in 

full view of the dock, front, elevators and stairs. To ask Oswald to use any other phone 

could easily arouse suspicion.  

Oswald had an encounter with Roy Truly and Office Baker in the 2nd floor 

lunchroom, where he was identified as an employee by Truly and let go. He supposedly 

finished buying a Coke from the machine, as he is seen walking across the 2nd floor office 

spaces by Mrs. Robert Reid (Geraldine) from the lunchroom area, carrying said Coke. He 

probably went down the stairs in the front lobby, and leaves the building through the 

front door. Two newsmen have come forward saying they got directions to the closest 

phone from someone who they later think was Oswald, at the front door. Pierce Allman, a 

radio newsman, did make an out-of-breath report from inside the building that we have 

the audio of today. 

 

Baker and Truly – Dallas Police Officer M. Baker and warehouse Manager Roy 

Truly are the 2nd group we will chart. Baker is seen running into the building in the 

Couch and Darnell films, and we can see his foot hitting the bottom step at 22 seconds 

after the fatal shot. Truly follows him into the building. After a brief exchange between 

janitor Eddie Piper, Baker and Truly just inside the 2nd glass entry door, Truly leads 



Baker across the open 1st floor to the freight elevators. Truly says that he saw both 

elevators were on the 5th floor, and jammed the call button a number of times. The 

elevator (Automatic – unless the door was open) did not move, so Truly yelled up at least 

2 times to “release the elevator”. After several seconds, Truly and Baker took the stairs 

with Truly leading. As they crossed the 2nd floor, Baker saw movement in the 2nd floor 

lunchroom, and diverted into the lunchroom. There he encountered Lee Oswald. Truly, 

who had started up to the 3rd floor, came back looking for Baker and found him and 

Oswald in the lunchroom. Truly identified Oswald as an employee, so they moved on. 

Baker and Truly continued up the path of the stairs and crossing of each floor, until 

they reached the 5th floor. Once there, they saw that the automatic elevator was no longer 

there, but the eastern manual elevator was. They crossed over and took the manual 

elevator up to the 7th floor. They then went up the stairs to the roof, and spent several 

minutes up there. Baker even climbed the Hertz sign, in addition to lifting himself onto 

the parapet walls of the roof. He determined that a shooter could not easily fire from the 

walls, as they were too high.  

After several minutes on the roof, Baker and Truly came back down. Baker reported 

to Inspector Sawyer on the 4th floor, saying he had checked the roof. (The encounter was 

filmed by Tom Alyea.) Baker then left the building and went to Parkland hospital. Baker 

estimated he spent 10 – 15 minutes in the building. 

The Fifth Floor Warehouse Workers – Bonnie Ray Williams, James Jarman Jr., and 

Harold Norman were on the 5th floor during the shooting. They were at the front 3 

windows in the southeast corner of the building, and were photographed kneeling in those 

windows for several seconds after the shots rang out. One of them later said he recalled 

hearing the bullet casings hit the floor above their heads after each shot. 

After the initial few seconds, and their natual “what happened?” reaction, they 

moved quickly away from the east side of the building, to the west – the direction the 

limo went. They said they spent a few minutes on the west side, looking out the windows 

to see if they could see anything. Then they moved north of the building, to some more 

western facing windows close to the stairs. They again spent a few minutes there, looking 

out to the grassy knoll/parking area west of the building. Bonnie Ray Williams said that 

while the other two were looking out the window, that he saw Truly and Baker cross the 

5th floor to the manual elevator. (However, he could not remember seeing Baker’s 

motorcycle helmet.) After a few minutes, they took the stairs down. 

Jack Dougherty – Not a “group” in himself, so he is being mentioned here. Jack had 

returned to his work of filling orders at 12:30, apparently not having any interest in the 

motorcade. He reported he took the automatic elevator to the 6th floor briefly, then went 

to the 5th floor to get some books. He was a few feet from the elevator when he heard a 

sound that sounded like a “backfire or firecracker” (inside the building?). He continued to 

fill the order, and then took it down to the 1st shipping floor. There, he was told by janitor 

Eddie Piper that there had been a shooting. He said he never heard Truly hollering to 

“release the elevator”, and saw nobody during this time. 



The women of Scotts Foreman Publishing – The next critical group were the ladies 

on the 4th floor. These were Victoria Adams, Sandra Styles, Dorothy May Gardner, Elsie 

Dorman, Mary Hollies and Bettie Foster.  These 6 were at the front windows towards the 

southeast corner, in the office of Scotts Foreman. Additionally, outside of the office area 

and in the warehouse area on the southwest corner were Yola Hopson and Ruth Nelson. 

Elsie Dorman filmed the motorcade going through Dealey Plaza, but did not look through 

the viewfinder to do so, and filmed too high.  

After the shots, the ladies were stunned. Within 30 seconds, Vickie Adams and 

Sandra Styles headed through the office area in the front of the floor, through the door in 

the wall midway across the building, and towards the back stairs. In 3” heels, they rushed 

down the stairs, and out the dock door of the building. They went to the parking lots on 

the west side (grassy knoll), and were within a yard or two of the railroad tracks, when a 

Dallas Police Officer sent them back to the building.  

They came back in to the front of the building, and started to use the passenger 

elevator. The elevator was “off” (police will shut off an elevator when looking for 

suspects, so that nobody would use it). They then went back to the freight elevator and 

joined Deputy Sheriff Luke Mooney in the automatic elevator. Mooney and the girls went 

to the second floor, and dropped them off.    

Their Supervisor, Dorothy Garner, had also followed the girls back out of the office 

space. However, Dorothy stopped at the doorway in the wall across the floor that 

separated the office space from the warehouse space. She stood there, and said that she 

later saw Baker and Truly emerge from the stairs coming from the 3rd floor, on their way 

to the stairs to the 5th. She was joined by some of the other ladies that stayed on the floor, 

and they went to the west windows to see if they could see anything. When the 3 guys 

from the 5th floor did come down the stairs, they did say that they saw several ladies at 

this west window. She never left the building, until the building was closed around 2:00 

to 2:30 PM. 

Sandra and Vickie have since told interviewers that they believed they should have 

been able to hear anyone else ahead or behind them, as they were noisy wooden stairs. 

However, they were in a hurry, and wearing 3” heels, so were probably making a great 

deal of noise themselves. If Oswald was trying to be quiet, I doubt they would have heard 

him ahead of them, with the noise they were likely making themselves. 

Dorman did see Baker and Truly coming by the 4th floor. Additionally, Bonnie Ray 

Williams saw Baker and Truly crossing the 5th floor, to the manual elevator. But Sandra 

Styles and Vickie Adams did not see anyone at all, while crossing the floors and 

descending the stairs!  

Baker and Truly, who were looking for an elevator, also did not see the girls, nor 

the automatic elevator pass them on its way down (presumably with Jack Dougherty). 

The 3 foot stairs and 25 foot crossover on each floor would be shared by bother people 



coming up, as well as people coming down. None of these people saw any other 

movement on the stairs or the elevators. 

So….based on all of the above….I have created a speculated time chart of the 

critical 2 minutes or so after the shooting. Again, I was not in the building, and there were 

no video cameras inside, so this is all speculation. I am just unable to come up with a 

better time frame for all of the movements of these 4 groups. 

 

There were a number of re-creations done by the Warren Commission, and these 

times are noted on the right of the chart. Marion Baker was asked to see how long it 

would take him from 100’ or so south of Elm on Houston (where the 1st shot scared birds 

off the roof), park his motorcycle and go to the 2nd floor lunchroom. His 1st re-creation 

was 1 ½ minutes, and his 2nd was 1 ¼ minutes. But, in both of them he did not linger at 

the elevators or the lobby, as happened on Nov. 22. In his testimony, he said this 1 ½ was 

a “minimum” time. 

A 24 year old Secret Service Agent recreated the shooter/Oswald path from the 

sniper’s nest, stashing the rifle, and coming down 4 flights of stairs. His recreation was 1 

minute 17 seconds (1:17). Coming down the stairs, he was not winded. Baker and Truly 

said Oswald was acting quite normal, and not out of breath. To be fair, however, Baker 

did not know Oswald and would not know what ‘normal’ was. Truly only looked at 

Oswald long enough to identify him, and then he and Baker moved on. It was not as if 

they stopped to take his pulse or blood pressure, as they were in a hurry to get to the roof. 



As best as I can tell, the purple circles are the only place/time that Baker/Truly, 

Styles/Adams and Jack Dougherty could possibly pass each other without seeing each 

other in that limited pathway. With all of them traveling the same path, only while Baker 

and Truly were in the lunchroom, with Oswald, could Adams and Styles pass by them 

without seeing them, or being seen by them. Dougherty could actually pass by with the 

western elevator while people were on any flight of stairs, as the elevator was likely not 

as loud as their own feet on the stairs, and blocked from view by the stair wall. 

The only other possibility is that somehow Adams and Style came down so quickly 

that they beat Oswald down, and also cross the back of the 1st floor to the dock before 

Baker could see them. Remember, that Baker had his weapon out, and was looking for 

anyone coming down the stairs. I simply find it doubtful, that they were that quick on 3” 

heels! Of course, this is reinforced by Dorothy Garner seeing them go down, and remaining 

before Baker/Truly came up. Oswald would have to cross that area. 

Again, if your theory has other shooters in the building, you are welcome to plug 

them in where you think their exit could have happened. Be sure to let me know. 

 

Sealing the Building and Other Movements 

 

Sgt. D. V. Harkness – Dallas Police Sgt. Harkness was the highest ranking officer 

in Dealey Plaza at the moment of the shooting. He was one of several police officers 

located at Elm and Houston, with his 3 wheeler. It was probably on this 3-wheeler radio 

that Junior Jarman and Harold Norman heard that the Motorcade was on Main St. around 

12:22/5, prompting them to go back upstairs to the 5th floor. 

Like many of the police officers, Harkness initially went to the railroad yards, on 

his 3-wheeler. He says he initially went to the Dealey Plaza Annex, on the other side of 

the railroad yards, but returned to the grassy knoll area when he did not see any shooter in 

the Annex.  

In the railroad yard, he is approached by 15-year old Amos Euins. Euins had been 

by the fountains on Houston St. and saw a shooter in the “5th floor”. Harkness, puts Euins 

on the back of his 3-wheeler, and returns to the front of the TSBD. While on the 3-

wheeler he radio reports a witness says the ‘bookstore’ (TSBD).  He puts Euins into 

Inspector Sawyer’s car and lets Sawyer know Euins is in there. Sawyer and Harkness 

discuss the building being sealed, and Officer’s White and others had the front door 

blocked. Harkness and Sawyer orders them to keep it sealed. He gets on the radio at 

12:36, and asks for more Dallas Officers to come help seal the building. 

Harkness therefore goes to the back of the building, with a couple of other officers. 

Once back there he encounters “some Secret Service agents. They told me they were 

Secret Service.”, whom he allows to leave. Secret Service are not in Dealey Plaza until 

closer to 1:00 PM. He estimates that the back dock door was sealed by 12:38 to 12:40.  



Inspector Sawyer – Sawyer was stationed during the Motorcade at Main and Akard 

or Harwood. After the motorcade passes, he gets back into his car and cruises west on 

Main. He hears the commotion on radio channel 2, including Sheriff Bill Decker 

instructing Station 5 to send his men into the railroad yards at 12:31. At 12:34 he hears 

Harkness report that a witness (Euins) reports seeing a shooter in the building, so that is 

where he heads. 

He arrives at the building about 12:34/5, and enters. He goes up the elevator to the 

“top floor” (passenger elevator only goes to 4), and walks briefly to the back. Not seeing 

anything, he comes down the back stairs to “see about building security”. He says he 

walked right through, and was probably only in the building “one minute” or so. He talks 

to Harkness, and sends him to the back to seal off the building. He then sets up a 

command post in front of the building. 

Luke Mooney, Eugene Boone, Paul Wilkins and other Police – Deputy Sheriff Luke 

Mooney, Eugene Boone, Buddy Walthers and 6-8 others were standing in front of the 

Sheriff’s Office/Courthouse when the motorcade passed. Upon hearing the shots, most of 

them raced to the grassy knoll. However, it did not take long for this flat, open area to be 

searched for shooters. Amos Euins’ report that the shots came from the Texas School 

Book Depository quickly changed the search for shooters to that building. 

Mooney and Deputy Sheriff Vickery and Webster entered the building through the 

parking cage on the west side of the building, and the ‘Cyclone’ fence gates there. 

Mooney told the other officers that he would take the west (automatic) elevator, while 

they took the stairs. Two ladies walked up (Styles and Adams?) and asked to be taken up 

to the 2nd floor. He let the ladies off, but could not get the elevator to function after that 

(possibly left the outer gate up – as both have to be closed to operate it), so he takes the 

stairs to the 6th floor. He reports that he passes “plain clothes men – possibly Deputy 

Sheriffs” coming down the stairs. (He is a plain clothed Deputy Sheriff, so should know 

them – but doesn’t say he did!)  

He does not see anything on 6th, and makes his way up to the 7th floor. There he 

finds the entrance to the attic/crawlspace, but it is too dark to see anything. Eugene 

Boone had taken Hugh Betzner (photographer) to the Sheriff’s Office, and is tasked to 

bring back flashlights. (Fire department eventually supplies them.) Dallas Police Officer 

Paul Wilkins will be the poor guy who eventually has to crawl through this dirty space, 

but does not see anything.  

Mooney then goes down to the 6th floor, where the floor-by-floor evidence search is 

taking place. He squeezes  between some boxes, and finds the sniper’s nest. He gives the 

time as approximately 1:00 PM, although he does not really look at his watch to note the 

exact time. Fritz will then assign a couple of officers to watch and secure the area. (It is 

reported that 1 officer picks up the brown paper bag, and examines it.) 



Once Eugene Boone returns, and joins in the search, he allegedly finds the rifle 

about 1:25. Paul Wilkins also states that he was the Officer who first saw the rifle, but 

about the same time as Boone. 

Captain Will Fritz was at the Trade Mart during the actual shooting, awaiting the 

arrival of the President. Chief Stevenson came to him about 12:35 and told him of the 

shooting. He went to Parkland Hospital initially, arriving about 12:45. He then headed to 

the Texas School Book Depository, arriving about 12:58. They were in the midst of the 

floor by floor search, having done an earlier search for suspects. Soon after he arrives, he 

is told about the finding of the sniper’s nest in the southeast corner of the building. He 

assigns 2 officers to watch the sniper’s nest until photographs can be taken by Lt. Carl 

Day and Studebaker, of the crime lab. He leaves around 2:00 PM, with Oswald’s name 

and address (Paine house) in his pocket, as Roy Truly lets him know the boy that had the 

lunchroom encounter with Baker was missing. 

Various other Law Enforcement officer are part of the searches and evidence 

gathering of the building, but the above are the critical players. 

Tom Alyea – Tom was a film journalist that worked for WFAA (ABC channel 8) 

on November 22, 1963. Alyea, Pierce Allman (radio newsman) and Robert McNeil were 

about the only press that accessed the building before it was sealed off. The films we 

have of the search inside the TSBD, the finding and fingerprinting of the rifle, etc. was 

filmed by Tom Alyea.  

I worked extensively with Tom several years ago, when he was thinking of writing 

a book, and needed a proof reader. He only got up to about 6 chapters, and due to family 

health, I think he dropped the project. I am not at liberty to discuss everything he said due 

to the trust we have, but I will discuss a few things which he has said in a newsletter he 

published for a while and some public speaking he was involved in. 

Tom and a co-worker were actually in Dealey Plaza when the motorcade came 

through, but they were heading west on Commerce St. approaching Houston, stuck in 

traffic. Once the shots ran out, Tom grabbed the camera he was using and ran across 

Dealey Plaza. He filmed the entrance to the TSBD and a number of people and officers in 

the area. He then got inside, before they sealed it off, and spent most of the next hour and 

a half inside. Arrived about 12:34/5. (After Oswald would have left.) 

Tom says the search of the building was in 2 major phases. The initial search was 

naturally for the shooter, and the police worked their way through all floors, crawl space 

and roof. After several minutes, without success in finding a shooter, the 2nd phase was 

the search for the weapon and other evidence. Much of Tom’s film that we have all seen 

is this 2nd search. You see them moving boxes and looking behind with flashlights, etc.  

The sniper’s nest was found around 1:05 or so, and the rifle found about 1:22/5. 

Tom’s film shows Lt. Carl Day (who arrived right before the rifle was found) handling 

the rifle, and dusting for fingerprints.  



 

Summary 

Again, an awful lot of the above is highly speculative! I wished we could put a 

better time stamp on the movement inside the building, but are unable to. Unlike the 

outside, where we can often time stamp things that happened based on photographs, the 

Hertz clock on the sign, and even shadows (sun dials have been around a long time). 

I will not state that there were not other shooters in the TSBD, as I cannot make 

such an assertion as a FACT. In fact, there are many things in the above (such as 

Mooney’s “Plain clothes Deputy Sheriffs”, or Harkness’ “some Secret Service” agents) 

that could very well point to other shooters in the building.  

But such access requires planning and logistics to accomplish. It is tricky to get 

your strangers into a building without the employees, and/or the “Patsy” (Oswald) 

stumbling into them. You have to be able to place your other shooters/participants in the 

building, and explain the exit. You also have to explain how they manipulated Oswald, 

into waiting somewhere. It is not enough to simply state, “He was in the lunchroom.” 

I am still “on the fence” about whether there was a shooting conspiracy that resulted 

in JFK being killed. Yes, there were multiple conspiracies in the works by nefarious 

characters. But their existence does not prove that Oswald was part of it. Additionally, 

even if Oswald WAS the only shooter in the TSBD, that does not eliminate him being 

part of a Conspiracy. 

The times mentioned above is about the best I can put together. But I welcome any 

input, or debate…..  


